
REPORT on FATE of RE-EXPORTS of SEIZED ILLEGAL  
IMPORTS of WASTE from the USA to INDONESIA 

October 28, 2019 

Background 
 
Hundreds of containers have arrived in Indonesia from the US and other developed countries 
carrying wastes.  Some of these have been seized as illegal and improper due to the fact that 
they contained plastic wastes and hazardous waste contaminants in the "paper scrap".   In a press 
release on September 19, 2019, the government elaborated on these illegal shipments and how 
they would now return these containers to their "countries of origin."   

However, Nexus3 an Indonesian NGO monitoring the situation, received the container numbers of 
70 of the returned shipments from a reliable source.  Using shipment tracking techniques, Basel 
Action Network (BAN), a global waste trade watchdog group, discovered that many of the 
shipments, rather than being returned to their countries of origin were diverted to other countries.  
58 of these containers came from the United States with 25 of the containers shipped by the Cosco 
Shipping Line, 13 by the Maersk Shipping Line, and 20 more by the Hyundai Line.  

BAN discovered that of the 58 containers that were meant to be returned to the United States, 38 
containers were diverted to India, three to South Korea, and one container each to Thailand, 
Vietnam, Mexico, the Netherlands, and Canada.  Only 12 of the 58 were actually returned to the 
United States as promised by the Indonesian government.  
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Fig 1.  
Diagram of 58 containers 

exported from the US to Indonesia

https://thepublicsradio.org/article/indonesia-sending-back-547-containers-of-waste-from-west
http://wiki.ban.org/images/6/68/180919_Press_Release_Customs.pdf


Containers sent to India 

In all, 38 containers of contaminated waste were diverted by Indonesian authorities to India 
instead of to the US.    

15 containers were shipped on the Cosco Shipping Line from the Pacific Container Terminal in Long 
Beach, California, United States.   

10 containers left the SA Marine T-30 Terminal in Seattle, Washington, United States in May of 
2019.   

These arrived in at the PT. Terminal Teluk Lamong, Surabaya, Jawa Timur, Indonesia on June 27, 
2019, (containers coming from Long Beach, CA) and August 2, 2019, (containers coming from 
Seattle, WA).  

The contents were stated to be mixed paper and going to a paper mill called PT. Mega Surya 
Eratama; however, the containers were seized at the PT. Terminal Teluk Lamong, Surabaya, Jawa 
Timur, Indonesia because the contents were found to be mixed with plastic and hazardous wastes.  

These containers were supposed to be shipped back to their country of origin (USA) but instead 
arrived in Adani, Mundra, Gujarat, India on September 6, 2019. 

In addition, there were another 13 containers that were shipped from the United States (specific 
United States ports could not be identified) on the Maersk Shipping Line and arrived at the PT. 
Terminal Teluk Lamong, Surabaya, Jawa Timur, Indonesia on July 28, 2019.  

The contents were also said to be mixed paper going to a paper mill called PT. Mega Surya 
Eratama, but were turned away at the PT. Terminal Teluk Lamong, Surabaya, Jawa Timur, 
Indonesia because the contents were found to be mixed with plastic and hazardous wastes.  

The containers were supposed to be shipped back to their country of origin (USA) but instead 
arrived at Gateway Terminals India APMT Jawaharlal Nehru, Maharashtra, India on August 24, 
2019 and then was taken by a truck to their final location of Kanpur Concor CFS, Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh, India on September 14, 2019. 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Cosco 25 containers

From PT Terminal Teluk 
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JNPT India Uttar Pradesh, IndiaFig 2.  

Diagram of re-exportation of 38 containers 
from Indonesia that supposed to be returned 
to US.  
        indicate routes as promised by authorities 
         indicate actual routes



Other Returning Containers Sent to the United States, South Korea, Thailand, Vietnam, Mexico, 
the Netherlands, and Canada 

Another 20 containers, originally shipped from the US, were returned with only 12 actually 
arriving.    

These containers were shipped on the Hyundai Merchant Marine Shipping Line and arrived at the 
PT. Terminal Teluk Lamong, Surabaya, Jawa Timur, Indonesia on July 30, 2019.  

The contents were stated to be mixed paper and going to a paper mill called PT. Surabaya 
Mekabox; however, the containers were turned away at the PT. Terminal Teluk Lamong, Surabaya, 
Jawa Timur, Indonesia because the contents were found to be mixed with plastic waste.  

The containers returned to the US are: 
- 5 landed in Long Beach, CA, USA in early October 2019; 
- 3 arrived in New York, NY in late September-early October 2019;  
- 2 arrived in Oakland, CA, USA in late September-early October 2019; 
- 1 arrived in Redlands, CA, USA on October 4, 2019; and 
- 1 arrived in Colombus, OH, USA on October 20, 2019.  

The containers were supposed to be shipped back to the US, but instead: 
- 1 container arrived in Lat Krabang, Thailand on August 11, 2019;  
- 1 landed in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam in early September 2019;  
- 3 landed in Incheon, Korea in early September 2019;  
- 1 arrived in Manzanillo, Mexico on October 5, 2019;  
- 1 arrived in Rotterdam, Netherlands on October 15, 2019; and  
- 1 arrived in Richmond, BC, Canada on October 19, 2019.  
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Fig. 3.  
Diagram of re-exportation of 20 containers from 

Indonesia that supposed to be returned to US. 
              indicate routes as promised by authorities 
               indicate actual routes



Table 1. Re-Exports of Contaminated Wastes originally Sent by US Exporters to Indonesia 

Container 
Number

United States Port Date of Re-
Export

Receiving City Receiving 
Country

Date of 
Arrival

BSIU9581602 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:29

CBHU8165077 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
23:30

CBHU8911155 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:52

CBHU9188117 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
14:20

CBHU9415150 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:24

CCLU6648477 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:19

CSLU6153709 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
23:32

CSNU7129216 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:49

CSNU7133324 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:55

DFSU7359491 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:39

FCIU7213287 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:17

GLDU7663407 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:17

SEGU4659187 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:17

TCNU2582647 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 07-Sep-2019 
01:35

UETU5127284 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:20

BAN & Nexus3                                                                                                                    4



Container 
Number

United States Port Date of Re-
Export

Receiving City Receiving 
Country

Date of 
Arrival

UETU5127284 Pacific Container Terminal, 
Long Beach, California, 
United States

27-Jun-2019 
14:20

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:20

CSNU6492417 SSA Marine T-30, Seattle, 
Washington, United States

2-Aug-2019 
17:00

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 07-Sep-2019 
00:02

DFSU7287555 SSA Marine T-30, Seattle, 
Washington, United States

2-Aug-2019 
17:00

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
22:42

FSCU9312400 SSA Marine T-30, Seattle, 
Washington, United States

2-Aug-2019 
17:00

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
23:12

TCNU1068886 SSA Marine T-30, Seattle, 
Washington, United States

2-Aug-2019 
17:00

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
23:16

TCNU3846723 SSA Marine T-30, Seattle, 
Washington, United States

2-Aug-2019 
17:00

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
22:36

TEMU6943347 SSA Marine T-30, Seattle, 
Washington, United States

2-Aug-2019 
17:00

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
23:43

CAIU8640562 SSA Marine T-30, Seattle, 
Washington, United States

2-Aug-2019 
17:00

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
22:43

CBHU8789957 SSA Marine T-30, Seattle, 
Washington, United States

2-Aug-2019 
17:00

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
21:58

CCLU7726975 SSA Marine T-30, Seattle, 
Washington, United States

2-Aug-2019 
17:00

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 06-Sep-2019 
22:52

CSNU6030086 SSA Marine T-30, Seattle, 
Washington, United States

2-Aug-2019 
17:00

Adani, Mundra, 
Gujarat

India 07-Sep-2019 
01:42

TCNU2814676 United States 27-Jul-2019 
22:22

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
04:09

TCNU2736526 United States 27-Jul-2019 
23:26

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 25-Aug-2019 
07:37

TCNU1560746 United States 27-Jul-2019 
23:29

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh 

India 24-Aug-2019 
04:15

TCLU5636077 United States 28-Jul-2019 
01:27

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
03:42

MSKU0934121 United States 28-Jul-2019 
02:51

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
13:34

MRSU3524651 United States 27-Jul-2019 
23:29

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
15:37

MRKU4596885 United States 27-Jul-2019 
23:28

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
05:21
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Container 
Number

United States Port Date of Re-
Export

Receiving City Receiving 
Country

Date of 
Arrival

MRKU3564923 United States 27-Jul-2019 
22:21

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
04:09

MRKU3399475 United States 27-Jul-2019 
22:13

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
15:17

MRKU2876980 United States 28-Jul-2019 
00:13

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
04:19

MRKU2574444 United States 28-Jul-2019 
01:18

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
06:24

HASU4708680 United States 28-Jul-2019 
02:09

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
15:20

GESU5892584 United States 27-Jul-2019 
23:42

Kanpur Concor 
Cfs Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh

India 24-Aug-2019 
04:04

BMOU4165470 United States 30-Jul-19 Lat Krabang Thailand 11-Aug-2019 
3:25 PM 

CAIU7299868 United States 30-Aug-2019  
9:31 AM

Hochiminh Vietnam 05-Sep-2019 
10:00 PM 

GAOU6155187 United States 28-Aug-2019  
7:45 AM

Incheon Korea 11-Sep-2019 
11:09 PM 

TLLU5815810 United States 23-Aug-2019  
7:09 AM

Incheon Korea 04-Sep-2019 
7:36 PM 

CAIU7402929 United States 28-Aug-2019  
7:24 AM

Incheon Korea 11-Sep-2019 
8:51 PM 

DRYU9138478 United States 29-Aug-2019  
9:52 AM

Manzanillo Mexico 05-Oct-2019 
6:00 PM 

HMMU6084694 United States 28-Aug-2019  
8:37 PM

Richmond, BC Canada 19-Oct-2019 
8:00 AM 

HDMU6691241 United States 02-Sep-2019  
7:42 AM

Rotterdam Netherlands 15-Oct-2019 
12:00 PM 

CAIU 7399975 United States 26-Aug-2019  
10:53 AM

Long Beach, CA United 
States

25-Sep-2019 
5:00 PM 

CAIU 8870230 United States 26-Aug-2019  
7:13 AM

New York, NY United 
States

04-Oct-2019 
8:00 AM

CAIU9821312 United States 21-Aug-2019  
3:52 PM

New York, NY United 
States

27-Sep-2019 
8:00 AM 

CAXU9016866 United States 26-Aug-2019  
4:40 PM

Long Beach, CA United 
States

02-Oct-2019 
5:00 PM 

FSCU9199989 United States 16-Sep-2019  
12:08 AM

Columbus, OH United 
States

20-Oct 2019 
1:00 PM 
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Some Photo Sources and Links 
 

https://thepublicsradio.org/article/indonesia-sending-back-547-containers-of-waste-from-west 

https://www.greeners.co/english/indonesia-returns-contaminated-paper-waste-to-the-us/ 
 
https://www.greeners.co/english/us-embassy-regretted-us-companies-dumping-illegal-wastes-to-
indonesia/ 

https://www.portandterminal.com/indonesia-sending-back-547-containers-of-waste-from-west/ 
 
 

Container 
Number

United States Port Date of Re-
Export

Receiving City Receiving 
Country

Date of 
Arrival

GAOU6172414 United States 29-Aug-2019  
4:52 PM

Oakland, CA United 
States

29-Sep-2019 
5:00 PM 

HDMU6534849 United States 03-Sep-2019  
7:52 AM

Oakland, CA United 
States

06-Oct-2019 
5:00 PM 

HDMU6863633 United States 02-Sep-2019  
8:50 AM

Long Beach, CA United 
States

09-Oct-2019 
5:00 PM 

HMMU6042425 United States 02-Sep-2019  
7:58 AM

Long Beach, CA United 
States

02-Oct-2019 
5:00 PM 

HMMU6163031 United States 05-Sep-2019  
7:02 AM

New York, NY United 
States

11-Oct-2019 
8:00 AM 

TCNU5101848 United States 02-Sep-2019  
6:55 AM

Long Beach, CA United 
States

09-Oct-2019 
5:00 PM 

TEMU7277522 United States 12-Sep-2019  
3:00 AM

Redlands, CA United 
States

04-Oct-2019 
9:00 AM 
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https://thepublicsradio.org/article/indonesia-sending-back-547-containers-of-waste-from-west
https://www.greeners.co/english/indonesia-returns-contaminated-paper-waste-to-the-us/
https://www.greeners.co/english/us-embassy-regretted-us-companies-dumping-illegal-wastes-to-indonesia/
https://www.portandterminal.com/indonesia-sending-back-547-containers-of-waste-from-west/


!  
http://www.greeners.co/ Dewi Purningsih 

!  
Copyright Prigi Arisandi, Ecoton 
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!  
Copyright Prigi Arisandi, Ecoton 

 
Director General of Indonesian Customs and Excise Heru Pambudi speaks to the press near containers full of plastic 
waste at Tanjung Priok port in Jakarta, Indonesia Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2019. Indonesia is sending hundreds of 
containers of waste back to Western nations after finding they were contaminated with used plastic and hazardous 
materials. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim) 
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Screen Shots of Shipping Line Data of 58 Containers of Waste Re-Exported from  
Indonesia Meant to be Returned to the US 

 
 

!
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